
 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – September 26, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  Roll call was taken 

after the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the following meetings: 

 

 Commissioner Meeting -  September 12, 2017 

 Work Session Meetings -  February 16, 2016  December 5, 2016 

     June 6, 2016   February 6, 2017 

     August 16, 2016  March 20, 2017 

     October 17, 2016  April 17, 2017 

     November 14, 2016 

 

Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously by 

the Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced the Bells Across America proclamation honoring fallen fire 

fighters.  Haddon Fire Company No. 1 will be holding an event on October 5th at 7:00 

p.m. at the Fire House at which time this proclamation will be read. 

 

Ordinance 2017-09 was introduced on first reading, which creates a new Code chapter 

entitled Abandoned Properties Rehabilitated.  Mayor Rochford briefly explained the 

ordinance and noted the due to the previous fall in the housing market there has been 

an increase in the number of abandoned homes in town.  This ordinance will allow the 

borough to take possession of a property, rehabilitate it and then sell it.  The Borough 

would then recoup the costs of the rehabilitation and the property owner would 

receive the remainder.  The Commissioners are hoping to not have to take a property 

to this point, but that having this ordinance will motivate the owners into doing what 

needs to be done.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that this ordinance was copied from 

one Collingswood adopted a few years ago.  As no questions were asked, Mayor 

Rochford announced that the Public Hearing for this ordinance would be held at the 

regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2017.  The Commissioners then 

voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Once Ordinance 2017-10 was introduced for first reading, which allows for temporary 

parking permits to be created by either the Police Chief or the Board of Commissioners.  

Mayor Rochford explained that this ordinance codifies the resolution previously 

adopted for the temporary parking permits issued around the high school due to the 

construction being done there.  As no questions were asked, Mayor Rochford 

announced that the Public Hearing for this ordinance would be held at the regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2017.  The Commissioners then voted 

unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Resolution 2017-09-26-158 was announced, which authorizes the payment of vouchers.  

Kirk Peterson, Walnut Street, asked what Check #34430 to T&M Associates was for.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that they have been hired as the Borough Planner for 

various projects, i.e. visioning.  As no further questions were asked the Commissioners 

voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Kasko voted affirmatively 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2017-09-26-159 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2017-09-26-160 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Application – 

Haddonfield Public Library 

 

Mayor Rochford then opened the meeting for Public Comment. 

 



 

 

Mr. Peterson commented about the recent work on Lincoln Avenue at Center Street 

and noted that there is still repair work that needs to be finished at the speed table 

there.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this was a PSE&G project and they are 

aware of the work that still needs to be finished at that location. 

 

Denise Jonas, owner of Pure Couture at 23 Mechanic Street, stated that she had been 

at court yesterday due to a ticket issued to here for the location of her A-frame sign for 

her business.  She asked the Commissioners to consider a wider location in the 

ordinance of where she could put her sign so that she could put it on Kings Highway to 

enable more people to see it.  Mayor Rochford replied that he would have to look into 

the issue and he would follow up with her directly. 

 

Bryan Cottrell, Ardmore Avenue, informed the Commissioners that he is having an issue 

due to the tree protection fence required at his property because of construction work 

that is being done on his home.  He understands the requirement for such a fence, but 

the tree in question here is dead and should be removed.  Because of this fence he 

was required to put a dumpster in his driveway rather than in the street, which is causing 

egress issued in and out of his home.  Even the contractor’s employees have to walk on 

the neighbor’s grass to get to the back of the house.  He asked the Commissioners if 

exceptions to this fencing could be addressed.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he 

was aware of the issue at this property and has asked the tree foreman from Public 

Works to find out if the tree in question is going to be on this year’s take-down list or not.  

He also noted that due to the Bacterial Leaf Scorch and Ash Yellow diseases going 

through the trees in town we are back logged on taking down trees.  The Commissioner 

then continued by commenting that if tree roots are not protected during construction 

then there is a chance that the tree will die.  In fact, we have found that roughly half of 

the takedowns had recent construction at the property, which puts the cost of the 

take-down on the taxpayers.  He finished by noting that there is a mechanism within the 

ordinance in where a developer or homeowner can opt to take down a tree and pay 

a compensatory fee to the Borough when there is construction on the site.  Additionally, 

in reference to this specific issue, we will follow up to confirm whether or not this 

particular tree will be on the take-down list for this year. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


